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DATCPõs Statutory Authority
Wis. Stat. § 281.16(3) and § 92.14 (k)

DATCP is directed to do the following:

ÅPrescribe conservation practices to implement 
performance standards

ÅSpecify a process  and use it to develop and 
disseminate technical standards to meet 
performance standards

ÅDisseminate alternative technical standards if 
multiple methods exist to implement standards

ÅPromulgate rules to improve agricultural 
nutrient management

ÅEstablish cost-sharing criteria for compliance .



Chapter ATCP 50, Wis. Adm. Code

Soil and Water Resource Management

Subchapter II: Soil and Water Conservation on Farm
¶Nonpoint source pollution control

¶Soil erosion control

¶Nutrient management plan (NMP)

¶Tillage setback

ÅSubchapter III: County Soil and Water Program 

ÅSubchapter IV: Grants to Counties

ÅSubchapter V: Cost -Share Grants to Landowners

ÅSubchapter VI: Soil and Water Professionals

ÅSubchapter VII: Local Regulation

ÅSubchapter VIII: Standards for Cost -Shared 
Practices



Conservation practice

Facility or practice designed to meet agricultural 
performance standards by preventing or reducing 
soil erosion, preventing or reducing nonpoint source 
water pollution, or achieving or maintaining 
compliance with soil & water conservation standards .



Technical Standard

ÅGuidelines on how to implement a conservation practice. 

ÅA conservation practice can have more than one 
technical standard that must be followed.

ÅConservation practices must follow adopted technical 
standards to receive cost -sharing or to meet most state 
and federal regulations.



Performance Standards (NR 151), 
Conservation Practices & 

Technical Standards (ATCP 50) 

ü NR 151.02 (1) 

All land where crops or 
feed are grown...shall 
be managed to achieve 
a soil erosion rate equal 
to or less than “T”

ü ATCP 50.04 (2) 

ÁAcceptable conservation 
practices such as contour 
farming or diversions 

Technical Standards

ü ATCP 50 Subchapter VIII 
standards to implement the 
practices

ÁContour farming (NRCS 330)

ÁFence standard (NRCS 382)

ÁSubsurface drain (NRCS 606)

ÁDiversion (NRCS 362)

Performance Standard Conservation Practices



NR 151 vs ATCP 50 

WHAT

NR 151.07 (3):  

Manure, commercial 
fertilizer and other 
nutrients shall be 
applied in 
conformance with a 
nutrient management 
plan

HOW

ATCP 50.04 (3) and 
50.78:

ÅEvery field

ÅQualified planner

ÅSoil tests every 4 years

ÅNRCS 590

ÅUWEX A2809



Most Recent Update to ATCP 50

ÅTook effect in January 2018

ÅUses 2015 NRCS 590 nutrient management standard

ÅRevised NM 590 standard include:

¶Criteria for all sites

¶Criteria to protect groundwater (N)

¶Criteria to protect surface water (P)



Requirements in 590 NM Standard

ÅSoil testing

ÅLimits N and P application rates to crop need

ÅRestriction mapping

ÅMeet T

ÅMeet the PI or Soil Test P

ÅSpreading prohibitions

ÅFall spreading restrictions

ÅWinter Spreading Plan

ÅAdequate land for manure produced
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NM Plans in Wisconsin -- 2019



Acres Under NM Plan by Program



Also in ATCP 50



Farmland Preservation Program
Conservation Compliance

ÅRequires FPP participants to comply with 
conservation standards

ÅIdentifies county and state requirements for 
monitoring compliance with standards



SWRM Staffing and Cost -Share

ÅFunds county staff positions at 100%, 70% 
and 50%, if possible

ÅProvides cost-sharing using formula that
address state priorities

ÅReporting requirements 



Cost -Share Funding Requirements

ÅMaximum cost -share rates

Å70%, or 90% for economic hardship

ÅSet rates for cropping practices

Å50% maximum rate for selected practices if not required 
to implement NR 151 standards 

ÅTechnical standards must be met for cost -sharing 

ÅTargets use of funds

ÅMust maintain practices



Land and Water Resource 
Management Plans

ÅPlan must include:

¶NR 151 standards

¶Priority farms

¶Benchmarks and annual 
workplan

¶FPP conservation 
compliance monitoring

ÅAnnual report to 
document progress 
towards benchmarks



Soil and Water Professionals

Requirements related to:

ÅConservation Engineering Practitioners

¶Certification

¶Oversight

¶Training

ÅNutrient Management Planners

¶Qualification Standards

ÅSoil and manure lab certification requirements

ÅTraining for county staff



Local Regulation

ÅManure storage ordinances

ÅShoreland Zoning ordinances

ÅRelationship between
ATCP 50 and ATCP 51

ÅProcess to adopt more stringent 
standards



Rule Revision 
Process and 
Timelines



Silurian Bedrock Technical 
Standard Development Process

ÅNR 151 Targeted Performance Standard 
adopted by DNR July 1, 2018

ÅSOC Development of Verification of Depth 
to Bedrock standard began Feb. 2019. 

ÅOnce technical standard is finalized 
(~summer 2020) DATCP must open 
ATCP 50 to adopt the standard into rule.

ÅCannot cost -share/enforce NR 151 until 
technical standard is adopted in rule.

ÅRevised ATCP 50 will not be finalized 
until 2022 -2023



Will a nitrate -based targeted 
performance standard require 

updates to ATCP 50?

ÅIf a new or revised technical standard is needed :

ÅSOC revises 590 standard or develops new standard

ÅDATCP opens ATCP 50 scope statement

ÅAnticipate 3 -4 years to revise

ÅIf new or revised technical standard is not needed , 
but other rule provisions need updating:

ÅDATCP opens ATCP 50 scope statement

ÅAnticipate 2 - 2 ½ years to revise
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Questions?

Jennifer Heaton -Amrhein, Chief 

Land Resources Management Section, DATCP

608-224-4634

Jennifer.HeatonAmrhein@Wisconsin.g ov


